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Commentary on Isaiah 1:1, 10-20  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
The earliest copy of Isaiah was found at the Dead Sea and dates back 150 B.C.  This single 

scroll which contains all of the Book of Isaiah is housed in Jerusalem at the Shrine of the Book at the 
Israel Museum. While scholars argue that the period covered by  the book of Isaiah seem to span 
beyond Isaiah's lifetime (760-695), the consistent message throughout the book of Isaiah lead many to 
view Isaiah as one book.  The only exception is Isaiah 36-39 which is an inserted retelling of 2 Kings 
18:13-20:19.  The message of Isaiah is summed up in verses 10-20.  God has become tired of outward 
sacrifices without inward repentance.  Temple worship has become more ritual than worship.  Instead 
of relying on sacrifices to atone for evil, stop doing evil!  God is calling people back to the spirit of the 
Law - love and compassion.  If they will repent of their actions by changing their behaviors, then God 
will wash the white as snow.  If they refuse, then they will loss everything.  The rest of the book is 
about the evil committed, the call for repentance, the consequences of their inaction, and God's final 
redemption of the truly repentant.
 
Commentary on Hebrews 11:1-3, 6, 8-10, 13-16  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)

In Christ, all that has been promised has been fulfilled.  His sacrifice was sufficient for all time 
and his righteousness is sufficient to cover all our sins.  This statement can only be made by faith.  We 
have faith that God raised Jesus as witnessed by the apostles.  We have faith in the promises of God 
proclaimed by Jesus and recorded in the Gospels.  We have faith in a heavenly home even though we 
can not see it for ourselves.  That is the nature of faith.  Faith is substance of things hoped for and the 
evidence of things not seen.  The story of the Bible is the story of faith.  The author of Hebrews 
recounts the stories of faith exhibited by all those who followed God.  It was through that faith that life 
was delivered from the flood, a people were brought to a promised land, a nation came from a barren 
womb, and a captive people found freedom.  The story of faith is not a story of disappointment but of 
fulfillment.  With faith, the impossible becomes possible for nothing is impossible with God.  It is 
because of faith in God's promises that we are both released from the guilt of our past and freed from 
worry about the future.  Christ is both our past and our future.  We are free to follow the Holy Spirit 
with love in the present.

Commentary on Luke 12:32-40 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Following the parable of the "Rich Fool", Luke includes Matthew (6:25-34) which reminds the 

reader not to worry about earthly things for God will provide.  Luke then returns the focus to the issue 
of the temporary reality of the material and the eternal reality of the spiritual.  Since the kingdom of 
God can come at any time, for death waits for no one, the disciples should be ready.  Store up your 
treasure in heaven while you have the strength to do so for the master is coming.  There is an urgency 
in Jesus' teaching.  This is not about just giving away money or doing what is ethically and morally 
right.  This is about the immortal soul and how it is affected by earthly actions.  Acts of love and 
compassion strengthen the soul just as much as going to the gym strengthens the body.  Self-
centeredness and greed weaken and harden the soul to God's love just as laziness weakens the muscles 
and hardens the arteries.  Being prepared is not just a good Boy Scout motto but it is a spiritual 
necessity.

Sermon Summary (Youtube Sermon Video)
The reading from Luke this morning is a bit confusing because Luke sums up three of 

Jesus' teachings to explain the parable of the rich fool.  Luke first references Jesus' teachings about not 

https://youtu.be/WuPHcCM6SyM
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https://youtu.be/R9JdYu8LSds
https://youtu.be/C_yF55BP8_Q


worrying and seeking God first (Matthew 6:33) in order to explain why the rich man was acting like a 
fool.  Luke then references the parable of the foolish bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1) as a way to explain 
the need for all the hearers to be ready when God calls us home.  When will God call?  Luke uses Jesus
teaching of the second coming in Matthew 24:44 to illustrate that it will happen like a thief in the night.
When you combine all of these stories together as Luke did, two points jump out.  

The first is that we need to be more concerned with the heart of the spiritual matter rather than 
the earthly rituals and traditions.  My father grew up in the depression as did many of our elderly 
members.  It is common for that generation to "make do" with what they have and find creative 
solutions with the material they have at hand.  Sometimes these solutions do not follow the "approved" 
approach or the standardized method but the result is the same.  They are able to see past these 
accepted approaches and see the heart of the problem.  This is what Isaiah was telling the people in 
Judah to do in the reading.  They were so accustomed to performing sacrifices that they forgot that a 
sacrifice is the last resort.  The thing they should be focused on is not committing the sin in the first 
place.  Rituals and traditions had replaced the heart of the matter just as the abundant crop had replaced
the rich fools concern over the state of his soul.  The call to seek God first is a call to get our priorities 
straight.

The second point is that we need to get those priorities straight now!  We will meet God either 
when we are called through death or when Jesus comes.  Either way, we need to be ready to meet our 
Maker.  Jesus will not ask about how well you have served him in the past.  Jesus will ask what have 
you done for him lately.  Excuses about time and the weather will not hold weight when the master 
comes calling.  John Wesley says that we should be following three basic rules: 1) Do no harm, 2) Do 
good, 3) Stay focused on God.  Do no harm seems simple until you look at what people say about each 
other on the internet or at the local coffee shop.  Do you harm others by what you say or by not 
stopping others when they do harm?  Are we seeking the good in all things?  That doesn't just mean in 
our families but also in our church and in our community.  Are we serving God to the best of our ability
or have we "retired" from serving God?  What do you think God would say?  The sin of omission is 
just as bad as commission.  Remember the words of Bonhoeffer, when the Nazi's came for those 
society didn't like - we said nothing, and when they came for us, there was no one left to speak.


