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Commentary on Proverbs 31:10-31 (Virtuous Wife)
The proverb of the virtuous, capable, or good wife ends the advice to the "son" which began the 

Book of Proverbs.  The ending also provides a book end to the opening of Proverbs which mentions the
wisdom as a woman crying out at the gate.  This proverb counters a number of previous images of 
women as seductresses who ruin a good man.  While the proverb does portray women from a 
masculine perspective as a "help mate", the proverb also shows women as shrewd in business and 
capable of providing for their families.  The proverb takes on a greater meaning when the fact that 
Israel and later the Church are viewed as the bride of God.  A number of prophets compare idolatry to 
adultery since Israel is the bride of God, the beloved.  This same image is used in the New Testament 
especially in Revelations to describe the Church as the Bride of Christ.  In this context, the woman 
described in the Proverb should be descriptive of the people of God whose strength and dignity are 
their clothing.

Proverbs 31:26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her 
tongue.
Are these guidelines for choosing a wife or an example of how we should act?
How do you view the “she” in proverbs?
If an example, than does the church speak with wisdom and kindness?
How is wisdom and kindness related?
How does growing in the Holy Spirit create a more gentle personality?

Commentary on James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a (Draw near to God) 
Despite the fact that this reading is split across two chapters, scholars now believe that this is 

actually one cohesive thought which should be read together.  Some scholars go so far as to say that 
this is the key to understanding the rest of James.  While James is commonly referred to in regards to 
faith and works, this sections begins by arguing that good works are guided by wisdom which can only 
come from faith in God.  Through faith, we receive the Holy Spirit and it is that same Spirit that is 
pure, peaceable, and gentle.  If we place our faith in anything other than God, we are led into 
wickedness and destruction.  Since the Church is the Bride of Christ, James joins with the prophets in 
proclaiming our desire for anything other than God as adulterous.  God will forgive our adultery 
through grace given freely to all those who draw near.

James 3:13 Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom.
What does it mean to be born of wisdom?
Is this related to being born again?
When we are born from above, is that the indwelling of the Spirit?
Is the gentleness described a gift of the Spirit?
If it is a gift of the Spirit, than are the works manifestations of that same Spirit?

Commentary on Mark 9:30-37  (servant, little child)
The Upper Jordan flows from Caesarea Philippi at the base of Mt. Hermon to Capernaum at the 

northern end of the Sea of Galilee.  Following the river down, Jesus used the time to prepare the 
disciples for his death which he introduced with Peter's answer that he was the Messiah.  Mark is clear 
that the disciples appeared to have no context by which to grasp a "suffering" Messiah.  The popular 
understanding at the time was that the Messiah was to deliver the people from Roman occupation.  The 



view of Messiah is very similar to the Christian view of the second coming.  In this context, the 
disciples question about who is greatest should be understood.  They were thinking about who was 
second in command under the Messianic King.  Under as "suffering" Messiah, however, Jesus makes it 
clear that the greatest are those who serve the least and the most vulnerable.  Just as this Messiah will 
die for God's children, the disciples are to welcome and care for the children.

Mark 9:37 "Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me."
Why does Jesus use a child as an example?
How does welcoming children relate to our position in the kingdom?
How does welcoming children relate to being a servant?
What does it mean to welcome in Jesus' name?
How does this relate to Matthew's story of the sheep and the goats?

Sermon "Greatest Wisdom"
In Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, in the thirteenth chapter, he states that the greatest gift of 

the Holy Spirit is love.  The attributes of love he lists in that same chapter (patient, kind; humble, 
enduring, hopeful, faithful, joyful) are very similar to the fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians (love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control – 5:22).  These attributes
that Paul associates with the Holy Spirit, James links to pure wisdom (peaceable, gentle, willing to 
yield, full of mercy and good fruits – 3:17).  These early church leaders understood that true wisdom 
comes from the Holy Spirit and that wisdom produces the love of God in the heart of the believer.  To 
seek wisdom is to seek after the love of God.  When our hearts are filled with God's love, we not only 
love God with all of our being but we love our neighbors as ourselves.  This love takes form not only in
words but in actions.

The description of a capable wife in Proverbs 31 is the description of one who walks in wisdom.
While the illustration describes a wife, the same illustration could describe a husband as well.  Their 
actions are actions rooted in their love for their family and their community.  Providing for the families 
well being, making wise investments for the family, and caring for the less fortunate are all acts of love.
The author of Proverbs affirms that these actions are not rooted in approval but in the fear of the Lord.  
The fear of the Lord is according to Proverbs the beginning of wisdom.  It is only when we humble 
ourselves and accept that God is god in we are not that our ego moves over for the Holy Spirit to 
indwell.  The Holy Spirit guides us not only in appropriate love of God but overflows into love for our 
families and our neighbors.  The wife or husband is “capable” because they are filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  Without the Spirit, these actions can soon lead to burn out, a feeling of inadequacy or 
superiority, and ultimately a sense of being used and neglected.  It is only when the source of these 
actions comes from God that we become a spring of love which quenches not only those around us but 
our own desire to be loved as well.

Jesus tells the disciples that if they wish to be great, they must share the love they have been 
given with everyone.  The greatest is not the greatest in human terms of power but the greatest as a 
source of the Spirit flowing through them.  As a servant of God, the Spirit flows through us to nourish 
all of the family of God.  By all, Jesus begins with the least, the little children, first.  It is only when 
there is enough love for even the least that there is sufficient love for all.  When we humble ourselves 
before God, we begin to walk the path of wisdom which fills our hearts with the Spirit of God.  That 
Spirit overflows not only in to our private lives but pours out into our community and our world.


