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Commentary on Isaiah 49:1-7   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
This is the second of what has been labels as “Isaiah’s Servant Songs” (42:1-7, 49:1-9, 50:4-9, 

and 52:13-53:12) the last of which is often called the Suffering Servant and is associate with Jesus’ 
death.  Servant Songs mark a shift in the Jewish understanding of "messiah".  Technically, messiah 
means anointed and can apply to any office or position for which anointing is part of the ceremony 
such as in a king, prophet, or priest.  The image of messiah, however, has often applied to God's 
anointed or chosen.  At first, this position was limited to the patriarchs of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
(reference Moses and the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob).  After the exodus, "the chosen" was 
expanded to include the Hebrew people who descended from Israel.  Judges or messiahs were chosen 
to lead these people during difficult times.  With the establishment of a king, the anointed ones where 
limited to the traditional offices of prophet, priest, and king (1 Samuel 9:16).  With the split in the 
kingdom and the fall of the northern tribes, Jerusalem began to be referred to as anointed (Daniel 9:25).
The Servant Songs, however, associate messiah with one individual rather than a group, place, or 
nationality.  This "Messiah" will restore God's kingdom and not only gather the scattered tribes of Israel
but also the Gentiles.  The Messiah announced in this passage brings salvation "to the end of the earth".

Commentary on 1 Corinthians 1:1-9   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
In the classic Greek letter writing style, Paul begins by announcing the sender or senders, the 

recipient, and a welcome in the first three verses.  Along with Paul, Sosthenes is also mentioned in Acts
18:17 had been an official in the synagogue before joining Paul.  While Paul says the the letter is from 
both himself and Sosthenes, he makes sure the recipient know that he is the apostle called by God.  The
recipient is identified as the followers of Jesus Christ in the Corinth.  The welcome of "Grace to you" is
combined with the traditional Jewish greeting of "peace".  The next section of thanksgiving introduces 
the major themes to be addressed in the letter.  Paul begins by giving thanks for the "grace of God" that 
has been given to the church.  The theme of grace is then tied to spiritual gifts not only for enrichment 
but also to strengthen the Congregation.  Grace and the spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit will be a major 
focus in this letter.  

Commentary on John 1:29-42    (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
An underlying theme in the Gospel of John is established at the very beginning in 1:5, "And the 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it."  The identity of Jesus remains a 
mystery to all even John until God reveals Jesus.  This is not to say that John did not know Jesus the 
man as described in the Gospel of Matthew but rather the divinity of Jesus is hidden.  The story of 
Jesus baptism is therefore told as a flash back with John repeating twice "I myself did not know him".  
It was only through revelation of the Spirit descending that the divinity of Jesus was made known to 
John.  This divinity was not revealed as power but as the Lamb of God whose death would take away 
the sin of the world and not just the Jewish people.  John told his disciples that Jesus was the "Lamb of 
God" but they still did not understand what they were looking for so Jesus asks them.  They still don't 
see him calling him "Rabbi" and he invites them to "Come and See".  Andrew, however, recognized 
Jesus as the Messiah.

Sermon "Come and See" (Sermon Video)
John begins his gospel with two powerful concepts, word and light.  These concepts were used 

by both Hebrew rabbis and Greek philosophers to point out spiritual truths.  John goes beyond these 
concepts to assert that Jesus is the ultimate truth behind the concepts.  Jesus not only fulfills scripture 
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and is the manifestation of the "logos", but Jesus is the Word.  So too, Jesus is not simply an 
"enlightened" teacher as described in Plato's analogy but Jesus is the Light.  This is the Light that Isaiah
says will be God's salvation "to the end of the earth".  John, however, says the Word will not be 
understood and the Light would not be comprehend because the people will be blinded by the truth.

The invitation to "come and see" is an invitation to leave the darkness and behold the truth, the 
light, and the way.  This invitation permeates the Gospel of John.  While the other gospels focus on 
Jesus' teaching and healings with only glimpses of the nature of Jesus at the transfiguration and the last 
supper, the Gospel of John is told in the context of both.  From the very beginning of the story, Jesus is 
proclaimed as the "Lamb of God" referring to the last supper.  John will go on to repeatedly refer to 
wine, grapes, and bread throughout the gospel.  In the other gospels, the transfiguration is often paired 
with the question of "who do you say that I am" but in John, from the beginning Andrew tells Peter that
Jesus is the Messiah.  The rest of the gospel is then filled with references to the role of the Messiah.  
While Mark may witness to the life of Jesus and Matthew and Luke may give biographies that include 
his birth and childhood, John invites his readers to "come and see" who Jesus really is.  It is an 
invitation to discover the faithfulness of God in Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 1:9) and "the Holy One of 
Israel, who has chosen you." (Isaiah 49:7)
 


