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Commentary on  Jeremiah 18:1-11  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
As the judgments of the LORD begin to plague Judah, Jeremiah becomes the target of the 

people's wrath (Jeremiah 11:18-23).  While Jeremiah calls for judgment against the evil ones (12:1), 
Jeremiah witnesses that those who are good also suffer in the drought (14:9).  The LORD responds that 
not even "Moses and Samuel" could turn aside judgment (15:1).  Jeremiah is beginning to realize that 
he will also suffer during this judgment as God tells him not to marry (16).  In 17:14, Jeremiah cries 
out, "Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved".  In response, the LORD 
reminds Jeremiah that humanity is simply the work of God's hand.  If God wishes to reshape humanity 
by throwing it back on the wheel, then that is up to the potter to decide and not the pot.  This is as 
difficult a lesson to hear in Jeremiah's time as it is today.  People often treat Jesus and by extension God
as a "fairy godmother" and not as Creator.  We want all of the abundance without any of the obedience. 
In order for us to become whom God created us to be, God must tear away all of the baggage we added
through sin.  The old term for this was purgation.  Repentance with out purgation changes nothing.  
Sometimes the only way forward is to submit to the hands of the potter having faith that the potter 
knows best and loves us best.

Commentary on Philemon 1-21  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Does our new relationship with God change our relationship with each other and society?  This 

was the question that was beginning to be a real challenge to the early church.  Paul had fought hard to 
bring those who were observant Jews and new Gentile converts together.  While the task was 
theologically difficult (see Romans), Paul was finding bridging the social divide in the Gentile world an
even greater challenge.  Seventy years before the birth of Jesus, the heart of Rome had been gravely 
threatened by the slave revolt lead by Spartacus.  The revolt brought to Rome's attention that nearly 
40% of it's population were slaves.  Slavery was an integral part of Rome's economy.  To be a slave was
to be property and Romans often considered slaves to be one of their major assets.  To ask a Roman to 
free a slave was not only to ask the Roman to give away most of their wealth but to also challenge their
entire social structure.  Paul's request, therefore, is not a simple matter but equivalent to the rich man 
giving up all he owned and following Jesus.  Paul's argument rests in the new relationship that Christ 
established not only between humanity and God but between all children of God.  If we are all children,
then we are all brothers and sisters and not property to be bought and sold.  The little letter to Philemon
is just the tip of a giant iceberg that the church still deals with today.

Commentary on Luke 14:25-33  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Earlier in Jesus' ministry (Luke 9:57-62) before the sending out of the seventy, individuals 

asked to follow him but he rebuked them saying, "let the dead bury the dead" and "No one who puts a 
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."  This was an indication that to follow 
Jesus means a total commitment to the life of a disciple.  By Chapter 14, however, discipleship begins 
to change as the cross grows closer.  Jesus is no longer questioning their commitment but rather their 
understanding of how far they will have to go in following Jesus.  To embrace the cross is to embrace 
rejection, suffering, and death even at the hands of those you trusted like a father or sister.  The fate of 
the leader would become the fate of the followers if they held true to his teachings.  Jesus knew this but
doubted if those following did.  His call to "count the cost" of discipleship is as important today as it 
was to the crowd he was addressing.  In discipleship, there is no "God and Country".  There is only 
"God".  Sometimes we can serve God and Country but sometimes we must count the cost and make a 
choice.  While Country often demands the most loyalty, the same can be said of family and money.  

https://youtu.be/OY7hR0PiXu8
https://youtu.be/tmzkYrXS4Fg
https://youtu.be/bnHXa1gjRsE


Counting the cost means following Jesus even when it costs everything.

Sermon Summary (Youtube Sermon Video)
It is a delicate balance between proclaiming the gracious love of God and the cost of 

discipleship.  For those who are broken down by sin, guilt, and regret, God's amazing grace is like a 
cool rain after a long drought.  Once the land has been restored, however, it is time to put the hand to 
the plow and get to work.  Discipleship is the second part of salvation.  It is "the rest of the story". 

Discipleship is the hard work of not falling back into the old patterns and behaviors that lead to 
the guilt and regret.  We have no power on our own to do this work.  We must rely totally on Jesus to 
show us the way and the Holy Spirit to give us the grace and strength.  The hard part of the job that 
relies on us is saying to God, "Your will and not mine".  Choosing every moment of every day to give 
up the past and humbly following God is the hard work of discipleship.  Sometimes following is easy 
but there are times when following God is costly.

As Jesus faced the cross of Calvary, he better than anyone else understood the cost of saying, 
"Not my will by Your will".  The crowds that were following, however, were clueless.  The text today 
is Jesus warning them and us that to be "born again" means to die to your old self and life.  If you want 
to be saved from drowning, you have to be willing to leave the water!  Discipleship is costly.  

Paul tried to explain this to Philemon when he argued that Philemon's old life of "master" of the 
household would have to change.  If we accept Jesus as our Lord, than we can not "lord" it over others 
even if it is socially acceptable.  Philemon would have to give us his slave which constituted a 
significant portion of his assets.  Discipleship is costly.  

When the LORD showed Jeremiah the potter's wheel, God wasn't just referring to the nation of 
Judah but to all of creation including Jeremiah.  Jeremiah was just as much of the clay as those to 
whom he was prophesying.  When God began to reshape the pot, Jeremiah would be reshaped along 
with everyone else.  It is not enough to live righteously in a sinful society.  God's will is that all of 
society be redeemed and we are called to be a part of that redemption.  That means standing up when 
everyone is sitting down or yelling stop when everyone is rushing off the cliff.  It means following 
God's will and not the will of your family, community, or nation.  Discipleship is costly.

If we leave everything behind, what do we have left?  The good news is that we are not alone.  
Along with the strength and the protection of the shepherd, we also have the company of the sheep.  As 
the Body of Christ, we pray for one another in our weakness and rejoice with each other over our 
blessings.  Being part of a church means being part of a family of disciples.  Discipleship is costly but 
we don't have to pay that cost alone!

https://youtu.be/41dujyo5vf4

