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Commentary on Isaiah 9:1-4   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Isaiah 7-11 takes place against the back drop of the Syro-Ephraimite War during the reign of 

King Ahaz of Judah in the 8th century BC.  Verse one describes the invasion of the Assyrian army In 
733 B.C.  The invaded the northern tribe of Israel by marching from Damascus, north around Mount 
Hermon and down the western slop of Hermon into the northern region of Naphtali.  They then took a 
due west march toward Tyre on a route called "The Way to the Sea".  From there, they marched south 
through Naphatali to the Sea of Galilee were the army split in two.  One went southwest through the 
valley of Cana and Nazareth in Zebulun to Megiddo on a route called the "Galilee of the Nations".  The
other army marched down the west bank of the Sea of Galilee and down the Jordan until the crossed 
over into Gilead on a route known as "Beyond the Jordan".  Verse 4 refers to Gideon's defeat of the 
Midianites at Endor by the tribes of Naphtali, Zebulun, and Asher just southeast of Nazareth in the 
Valley of Jezreel.  Who will be like Gideon and expel the invaders?  It will be the king who was to be a 
sign to Ahaz by the Lord.  The announcement of this king, which is made in 7:14 (a virgin shall 
conceive), continues to reemerge throughout the rest of Isaiah including Isaiah 9:1-7.   This king will 
bring the light of salvation to a conquered people. 

Commentary on 1 Corinthians 1:10-18   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
After introducing the themes of grace and the spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit in the 

thanksgiving, Paul moves directly toward the reason for the letter - division.  Through the image of the 
Body of Christ, Paul will latter address how by the grace given through the Holy Spirit divisions can be
healed and through spiritual gifts how differences can be used for the common good.  In Christ, that is 
the crucified and risen Jesus, all followers are bound together.  It is not baptism which binds but Jesus' 
death on the cross.  In this way, Paul will reinterpret baptism as symbolic not of cleansing but of 
joining in the death of Jesus and resurrection of Christ.  If it is in Christ and through Christ that the 
followers are bound together, than what difference does it make who baptizes or who proclaims.  If all 
are joined in Christ than no is greater or lesser than any other but all are found in common in Christ.

Commentary on Matthew 4:12-23    (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Matthew ties Jesus to the "king" described throughout Isaiah with another quote from Isaiah 

9:1-2.  In verse 17, Matthew introduces a major theme which will shape Matthew's descriptions of 
Jesus' ministry - the kingdom of heaven.  If Jesus is the "king" from Isaiah, than where Jesus is then 
there is the kingdom of heaven.  The call to repentance is in light of the fact that Jesus is the "righteous 
king" who will one day judge the righteous and unrighteous.  The standards for this judgment is another
major theme in Matthew which most notable comes up in the Sermon on the Mount (7:21), the parable 
of the wedding [ten virgins (25:1-12) and the feast (22:2-13)], and the judgment of the sheep and the 
goats (25:31-46).  Before judgment and the kingdom, however, the people must be taught to follow the 
will of the Father.  To this end, Jesus calls his first followers and with them goes out to proclaim the 
good news of the kingdom.  

Sermon "Will You Leave the Boat?" (Sermon Video)
Like you, I have heard and preached a number of sermons on Jesus calling the disciples to be 

"fishers of people".  You have probably heard about the variety of fish in the Sea of Galilee and the 
various fishing techniques applied to evangelism.  You may even have heard that when Jesus used the 
word translated as "forgiven", it was actually a fishing term referring to "releasing the nets" and how 
the disciples "left their nets" to follow Jesus.  All of these sermons are rich with meaning and 

https://youtu.be/tcVRxXkaIsg
https://youtu.be/Jy0Tx3tmjLY
https://youtu.be/OgE7U8F72bk
https://youtu.be/PPW0aDP9iho


applications but today I would like to focus on leaving the boat.
When Peter, Andrew, James, and John left their boats that day they were walking away from 

good jobs to follow someone who had no place to stay.  These were men who had family 
responsibilities.  The gospels tell us that Peter had a mother-in-law who depended upon him and 
possibly even an entire family.  James and John were walking away from their father who needed their 
help to keep the family business running.  This was not a simple call to leave a life of sin but a call to 
make a radical change in one's life.  The boat they were asked to leave was not just their actually 
fishing boat but the boat also stood for their life and all that they knew.  To step out of the boat was to 
leave their life for an unknown and uncertain future.  When has God called you to leave your boat?

During the Sunday sermon, I spoke of a time when God called me to make a radical change in 
my life.  This was not a conversion story.  Conversions usually refer to the moment that we turn from 
our sin and self-centeredness and turn toward God (Saul/Paul on the road to Damascus).   While my 
conversion story happened in 1990, the call story I spoke about happened five years later after I had 
already made my relationship with God the first priority in my life.  It is important to remember that 
even before Jesus appeared at the shore, Peter was an active member of his synagogue and a fairly 
devote man since Andrew told Peter that Jesus was the Messiah they were looking for.  The call at the 
seashore is not about conversion but about a deeper relationship with Jesus.  In some ways, this is even 
harder because it means a more radical dependence upon God.  When we are in our own boats, we 
pretend that we are the captain of our ship and the masters of our destiny.  We shape our fate and we 
control who is in the boat and who is not.  When we leave the boat, we give control over to God.  We 
leave the false light of our own sense of control to the true light of God's kingdom.  To leave the boat is
to leave darkness for light.

This radical change of life is counter to everything including many of popular Christian sayings.
God is not our co-pilot rather God becomes the pilot and we become the flight attendants.  We don't 
give our life to God but rather we acknowledge that God is the giver of all life.  We don't find Jesus but 
rather we become found by Jesus.  It is no longer our church, our denomination, our theology, and our 
righteousness but rather it is Jesus who is our all in all.  That is why Paul says that Christ can not be 
divided just as Christ can not be in our many self centered boats but rather we must leave our boat so 
that we can all be in Christ as Jesus' followers.  The call to leave the boat is the call to give over the 
reigns of life and let Jesus lead the way.  As one who has at times let Jesus take the wheel, I can testify 
that it can be terrifying to enter the unknown simply by faith but God has always led me to where I 
needed to be when I needed to be their.  That doesn't mean that I still don't want to stay in my boat.  
Every day we must by faith answer the call to leave our boats.


