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Commentary on  Isaiah 5:1-7  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
After pointing out the one day Judah will be a light to the nations (2:1-5), Isaiah goes on an lists

the many ways that Judah has failed to be that promised light and the consequences of that failure (2:6-
4:6).  To bring the point home, Isaiah uses the story of the "Vineyard" to remind Judah of its past and 
its present.  God brought Judah to the "fruitful" land and cleared out all the "stones" who lived their 
(entering the promised land until David takes Jerusalem).  God then built a "tower" which is the Temple
and made a "winepress" of Temple worship so that the praise of God could be made in one place.  
Instead of the "good grapes" of praise and worship, the tower was filled with the "wild grapes" of sin 
and sacrifices.  Since the people refuse to turn from their sinfulness, God will remove the "hedge" of 
protection and allow a foreign army to "lay it waste".  It happened to Israel and it will happen to Judah 
if they do not change their ways.

Commentary on Hebrews 11:29-31, 11:39-12:2  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
The author of the Book of Hebrews is addressing a community that is enduring suffering.  

Suffering in the earlier Jewish tradition was often seen as God's punishment upon the unrighteous.  The
prophets understood exile in the context of the people breaking the covenant.  With the death of Jesus 
and the persecution of the followers of Jesus, this understanding of suffering had to shift.  Jesus is 
viewed both as the high priest who intercedes for our suffering but is the ultimate sacrifice of suffering.
The author than points out that many of the faithful Jewish heroes suffered for their faith.  Even the 
ones who did not suffer still died.  Jesus, however, was raised from the dead, the first fruit of the 
resurrection.  It is through this suffering Jesus, that all the faithful find resurrection.  The cloud of 
witnesses testify to the fact that the result of suffering for the faith is not death but eternal life.  God is 
faithful and God will raise all who hold on to the faith.  Faith is the assurance of all that is hoped for!

Commentary on Luke 12:49-56 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Luke continues the theme of spiritual preparedness using the example of two stewards (41-48).  

After the parable, Jesus then declares both is frustration at people's laziness and foreshadows his own 
crucifixion.  Like someone who see a disaster coming, Jesus wants people be set on fire with a sense of 
urgency.  Judgment is coming and Jesus knows his time on earth is coming to an end.  His call to repent
and believe will soon be over and his disciples will have to spread the word.  Repentance is made 
possible because of the selfless act of Jesus on the cross.  This is the baptism that he must face.  This is 
not a simple act of washing but the very act of trusting God in the face of death.  This is a radical act of 
faith that calls a person to leave everything for God.  Our treasure is not in our families or our friends.  
Our treasure is in God.  Everything else must come second for in the end all we have is God.  Death is 
coming like a storm for all of us, will we be ready to step into the arms of God by faith?

Sermon Summary (Youtube Sermon Video)
The passage in Luke is confusing for those who only know Jesus as the "Prince of Peace" from 

Christmas.  Today, however, Jesus is clearly saying that he has not come to bring peace.  So which is it?
Jesus came to heal the division in our souls and restore our relationship with God.  Concerning our 
relationship with God, Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  Jesus did not, however, come to make our lives 
easier in the world.  The world is a jealous task master demanding sacrifices on the alters of security 
and prosperity.  When we trust in human institutions more than we trust in the providence of God, we 
are worshiping at the alter of the world.  Jesus came to end that worship and tear down those illusions 
of human sovereignty.  We are, however, very attached to our traditions and our institutional 
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affiliations.  When these traditions and affiliations are challenged, conflict often ensues (just watch how
normally rational people treat their brothers and sisters in Christ during an election year).  Jesus is 
calling for us to make the hard choice despite family and societal pressures.

This choice between the way of the world and God was not new during the time of Jesus.  As 
long as God has called people to followed, there have been those who have strayed.  "[T]hey did not 
listen even to their judges; for they lusted after other gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned 
aside from the way in which their ancestors had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the 
LORD; they did not follow their example." (Judges 2:17)  The book of Hebrews reminds the reader of 
all those who stayed faithful even during difficult times.  We are urged to follow their example of faith 
and run the race to the end.  It is not a relay race where we pass the batton off to the next generation.  
This is a marathon race of for a life time.  There is no such thing as a "retired" Christian.  Christianity is
an eternal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  You never retire from being a husband, mother, 
wife, or father.  This is why the Scripture often talks of this waywardness in our relationship with God 
in terms of adultery and infidelity.

In the sermon on Sunday, I spoke of a man I knew who was struggling with infidelity.  It would 
seem that the adultery would be bad enough but the worse part for all involved was his inability to 
make a choice.  He thought he could "love" both and ended up loving no one especially himself.  His 
divided heart created brokenness in all of his relationships.  While he is just one person, Jesus saw all 
those around him as struggling with the brokenness caused by a divided heart.  They wanted the good 
grapes of God's grace and the wild grapes of the world's pleasures.  In the end, all they had was sour 
wine.  This is why Jesus wants the fire to come now.  This is why Jesus was eager for the cross and the 
resurrection.  Jesus want for people to make a choice.  There is no such thing as almost a Christian, 
almost dead, or almost in heaven.  You either are or you are not.  It is time to make a choice as to whom
you are going to bow down and follow.  Next time you are asked to fight on behalf of a "cause", ask 
yourself if it is God's cause or the world's cause.  It is time to stop being Luke-warm. 


