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Commentary on Deuteronomy 26:1-11  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Scholars divide Deuteronomy into three discourses between Moses and the Israelites.  The first 

discourse (1:1 - 4:43) reminds the people of God's mighty acts.  The second discourse establishes the 
covenant (4:44-11:23) and the laws governing the people in the new land (12:1-26:19).  The third 
discourse wraps up with the sealing of the covenant, the consequences of obedience or disobedience, 
and parting words of Moses.  The second discourse concerning the laws begins with a call to worship 
and ends with a call to worship in the new land.  The section today describes that worship in the new 
land.  The heart of worship is first remembering all God has done, celebrating what God is doing, and 
then facing the future in hope of what God is about to do.  For the Israelites, at the core of their 
remembrance is their delivery from captivity.  Like the Israelites, Christians view their delivery from 
captivity as core but, instead of Pharaoh, it was sin that was overcome.

 
Commentary on Romans 10:8b-13  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)

After making a rather strong argument to choose life in the Spirit rather than death in the Law, 
Paul must now turn to the Jewish people who still follow the law.  While Paul praises them for desire 
for God, he says that this desire is misplaced.  It is not legal righteousness but a justified heart that 
saves.  All that is required is faith and proclamation for if we are saved by faith then we are called to 
proclaim that salvation.  Faith is not a matter of customs or legal adherence and so there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek.  Faith is the firm and certain belief that when you call that God will
answer.  Therefore, everyone who by faith calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  Paul will later 
affirm that God has a plan for the Jews which is between God and God's people.  Our only concern is to
have faith and to share that faith with others.  

Commentary on Luke 4:1-13 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
One the first Sunday of Lent, the church is called to remember that even Jesus went through 

trials and temptations which would not true end until Gethsemane.  It is often overlooked that it was the
Spirit that led Jesus into the wilderness.  The wilderness is not something to be sought out until we 
believes that we are ready.  Before entering the wilderness, Jesus was affirmed in love by the Father 
and "full" of the Holy Spirit.  It is only when we are at a point of consolation that we can face our 
difficult "wilderness" trials with fully opened eyes.  To rush in before we are armored by God is to 
invite disaster.  Full of the Spirit, Jesus faced not only trials of the flesh for he was famished but also 
trials of the ego.  The devil uses scripture to led Jesus away for his faith in God's providence.  First, the 
devil appeals to the very human drive for survival in offering a loaf of bread but Jesus know that God 
will provide in God's time.  Next, the devil appeals to Jesus' strong sense of calling a purpose by 
tempting him with public approval.  Jesus chooses God's love over the fickle love of humanity.  Then 
the devil turns that notion of love around and asks Jesus to prove God's love by throwing himself to the
ground.  True love, however, does not have to be proved but is known in the heart.  The devil will wait 
to play his last card - free will - until Jesus is at the Garden of Gethsemane.

Sermon Summary (Youtube Sermon Video)
At some point in our lives, we will all find ourselves in a wilderness.  The wilderness is where 

your faith is tested by temptations and stress.  Living for three years in Dallas while my wife attended 
seminary was such a wilderness for me.  The big city seemed to sap my soul but a coworker, who had 
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just had a divorce, was so happy she was back in Dallas and away from Brenham.  For each person, 
their wilderness may take different shapes but the stress and temptations are the same.  For Jesus, the 
wilderness was where the devil tested his physical need for survival, his sense of call, and his assurance
of God's love.  Jesus did not enter this wilderness alone for he was filled with the Holy Spirit and given
the assurance by the Father that he was his beloved.  Surround by the Trinity, Jesus faced the 
wilderness in faith and with hope.

Paul assures those in Rome and us today, that we are also surrounded by God's protection and 
strength.  When by faith we call on Jesus, we will be saved.  No matter how far in the wilderness we 
have wandered and no matter how dark it appears, God is with us if we simple reach out in faith.  
Sometimes, however, we need encouragement.  That is why Paul also says that we must proclaim our 
faith with our lips.  When we call for help, others of faith will be there to help.  When we have found 
our help and proclaim God's goodness, those who are in the wilderness will hear the call like a horn in 
the fog leading them to God and to safety.

Sometimes, when we face the darkest times of stress and temptations, we need to be reminded 
of the light at the end of the tunnel.  I recently re-watched the Lord of the Rings trilogy with my 
daughters.  Written by Tolkien as Christian allegory, there is one scene where it seems the characters 
are faced with certain death and one character asks the other, "Is this the end?"  In response, the other 
character tell him that death is not the end but a doorway to a far green country that we must all walk 
through.  Deuteronomy reminds us that one day we will all enter the promised land filled with milk and
honey and we will remember the days of suffering as well as the days of deliverance.  In the midst of 
the wilderness, we must remember that there will be greener times and that God will deliver us.  It is 
not enough, however, just to stay alive.  Often the best way to survive the wilderness is to do some 
good for someone every day.  By helping others, we are reminded that God is helping us.  Before we 
know it, we will find ourselves out of the wilderness and in the land of milk and honey.


