
Scripture Readings and Sermon
May 31, 2020 by Rev. Mark Brechin

Commentary on John 7:37–39  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
There are three groups of Levitical convocations, "Three times a year all your males shall 

appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose: at the festival of unleavened bread, 
at the festival of weeks, and at the festival of booths." (Deuteronomy 16:16)  The festival of unleavened
bread consists of Passover, Unleavened Bread, and First Fruits occurs near the Spring solstice.  The 
festival of weeks is more commonly known as Pentecost.  The festival of booths happens just before 
the Fall solstice and consists of Rosh Hashannah (Trumpets), Yom Kippur (Atonement), and Sukkot 
(Tabernacles).  The "last day of the festival" mentioned in John 7:37 is the festival of Sukkot or 
Tabernacles/Booths (John 7:2).  By the time of Jesus, this had become a major holiday with different 
events on each of the seven days of the festival.  According to the Mishna, near the end of the festival 
was Nissuch Ha-Mayim or water drawing ceremony.  A Levitical priest drew water from the Pool of 
Siloam and paraded through the Water Gate to the Temple to place the basin of water next to the altar.  
Rabbis in the Talmud say, "Why is called the drawing out of water? Because of the pouring out of the 
Holy Spirit".  Jesus' proclamation uses this ceremony to describe a new "Temple" of the heart out of 
which rivers of living water would flow referring to the Holy Spirit.

Commentary on Acts 2:1-21   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
The word "Pentecost" comes from the Greek word "pentekostes" which means fifty.  Pentecost 

is the Jewish celebration mentioned in Leviticus 23:16, "You shall count until the day after the seventh 
sabbath, fifty days; then you shall present an offering of new grain to the LORD".  Called Shavu'ot 
("Weeks") in Hebrew, the festival is one of three pilgrimage festivals to Jerusalem.  The festival is also 
called "Day of Firstfruits" (Numbers 28:26) and "Feast of the Harvest" (Exodus 23:16) since the first 
fruits (winter wheat) is offered to God to bless the summer wheat harvest.  A connection has been made
between the disciples ("students") receiving the Holy Spirit and becoming the first apostles ("sent 
ones") with the "first fruits" of Jesus' ministry.  It is during this same time of year that some scholars 
believe that Moses came down the mountain with the Torah (Law) based on Exodus 19:1.  
Symbolically, just as Moses ascended the mountain and came down with the law so to did Jesus ascend
and the Spirit came down.  This law, however, was not written on stone but on the heart.  The 
importance of this festival as a pilgrimage also gives a back drop to the varies languages and dialects 
described in Acts 2:9-11.  Just as human arrogance caused people to be divided at the tower of Babel 
(Genesis 11:7-9), so now humility and faith in Jesus brings humanity together in Christ. 

Commentary on 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13    (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Rather than celebrating these spiritual gifts as manifestations of the Holy Spirit into which they 

were baptized, the Corinthians were using them to determine who among them were more blessed.  
Paul reminds them that everyone who proclaims "Jesus is Lord" has received the Holy Spirit.  The gifts
of the Holy Spirit do not indicate a special holiness of an individual but are given for the benefit of the 
whole body.  The gifts are meant to work together for the glory of God.  Paul uses the image of a body 
to describe how the community is bound together and interdependent.  Since there is one Spirit which 
binds us into one body, there is no distinction based on race, culture, or economic status.  

  
Sermon "A Day for New Beginnings" (Sermon Video)

I am both nervous and excited about resuming our normal worship times because there will be 

https://youtu.be/gGH93niNUdI
https://youtu.be/Mgbi8XQPMZM
https://youtu.be/cEoXD32WlrY
https://youtu.be/w80BaUNTxx0


nothing normal about them except the time.  Maybe this is the way we should approach every Pentecost
with a bit of nervousness and excitement.  When God pours our God's Spirit, anything can happen!  
What it must have been like for those at the first Pentecost.  Of course, following Jesus, they were 
probably used to the unexpected.

The second largest Jewish holiday after Passover was the fall festivals ending in Tabernacles 
(See Going Deeper).  As the festival ended, there was an elaborate "water ceremony" where basins of 
water were brought up from the Pool of Siloam to the Temple.  According to the rabbis in the Talmud, 
the water was symbolic of God's spirit entering the Temple.  It is against this back drop that Jesus 
invites all who are thirsty to come to him.  In this, Jesus proclaims a new "temple" founded on Jesus 
and made up of the hearts of the believers.  This must have shocked and confused the listeners.  Only 
after Pentecost does this proclamation make sense.  If all this happened at Pentecost, do we still need 
this message today - YES!  Like clogged pipes, the world and our own sinfulness cut off the flow of 
living water in our hearts until we begin to thirst for God.  That spiritual thirst can only be quenched 
when we accept God's grace and let our pipes be cleaned.  Only through confession, can the quenching 
waters of forgiveness spring forth.  Jesus is still calling to a spiritually thirsty world, come and drink.

If the waters of forgiveness come through God's grace, then at Pentecost there was a flood.  
God's grace in the Holy Spirit poured out cleansing not only their hearts but their ears so that they 
could hear the good news in their own language.  How could a group of fisherman from Galilee spread 
the good news to the ends of the world?  Only with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Language was a 
barrier and the gift of tongues was the solution.  Critical thought was a challenge and the Holy Spirit 
filled them with the wisdom and understanding Jesus gave.  At Pentecost, the world gathered in 
Jerusalem witnessed that nothing could stand in the way of God's grace as long as there were will 
hearts ready to have faith.  That is still true today.  If by faith we open our hearts to God's grace, we 
will soon discover new beginnings and new possibilities.  Our hearts will spring forth with the living 
waters of grace and the assurance that we are never alone.  The Holy Spirit will transform the ordinary 
into the extraordinary and nothing will ever be the same.  God is ready to do the unexpected in your life
- are you ready?

Before we rush forth to share the gifts we have been given, we must remember that these gifts 
are given as part of the Body of Christ.  The young church in Corinth began to see spiritual gifts as 
proof of who was holier and closer to God.  Paul swiftly responds that all are the same in Christ.  There
maybe different gifts just as there are different parts of the body but that does not mean that any one 
part can function without the whole.  Like pieces to an elaborate puzzle, it is only when we put our gifts
together that a picture begins to form about who God is call us to be as the Body of Christ.  This picture
changes over time as people come and go bring new gifts and leaving with old gifts.  This is why 
ministry must be a dynamic and living expression of God's calling and not a tradition.  Five years ago, 
it would have been incredibly difficult to worship the way we have been worshiping during this 
pandemic.  The correct combinations of gifts, which includes the wisdom to create technologies, had to
come together to make it possible.  We have changed and the way we worship has changed.  This does 
not mean that there is no place for the previous styles of worship but rather the worship tapestry has 
become richer and more diverse.  We need to embrace all the new gifts and ways of expressing those 
gifts that God has given us.  This may mean new ministries and new beginnings as well as a revival of 
previously forgotten ministries.  It can be both exciting and nerve wracking but God is offering the 
church a new beginning.  Let us embrace Pentecost and all the wonders God has yet to reveal.


