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Commentary on Isaiah 60:1-6   
Isaiah sets the pattern for all of the prophets.  Isaiah begins by pointing out how far society has 

fallen from what God wants.  Next Isaiah illustrates in great detail the negative consequences of that 
fall and calls for repentance.  Acknowledging human sinfulness, Isaiah points out that the majority will 
be harshly judged.  For those that repent and remain righteous, the remnant, God will restore them and 
bring them home.  Their faithfulness and God's powerful restoration will be a call to the nations to also 
repent and bow before the Lord.  The nations, since the Mediterranean was to the West, were referred 
to as the East.  It was to the East that the Babylonian exile went and it is from the East that restoration 
will occur.  Just as Egypt gave its wealth to the Hebrews after the plagues, so will the nations of the 
East bring valuable offerings to the restored people of Jerusalem.  In Matthew, this tribute is seen as 
being fulfilled in the visitation by the wise men. 

Commentary on Ephesians 3:1-12  
One of the earliest controversies in the Christian church was who did Jesus come to save.  For 

most of the disciples, the answer was clear.  Jesus was the Jewish Messiah.  The New Covenant was 
made during the Passover meal in the context of the Jewish Exodus story.  As a result, the church in 
Jerusalem demanded that all the early male followers be circumcised.  This was the importance of 
Peter's vision a Joppa where God declares what is clean and unclean (Acts 10).  Peter radically change 
the course of Christianity when baptism replaced circumcision as a sign of God's impartiality toward 
both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 10:34-48).  Paul became the apostle to the Gentiles and reinterpreted 
Isaiah 49:6 to refer to Jesus as the light to the Gentiles.  In this passage, Paul goes farther by saying that
"the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel."  With passages such as these, Christianity moved from being a group 
within Judaism to become of global religion.  This mission to the Gentiles can be found as bookends 
for the Gospel of Matthew which begins with visit by the "Wise Men" from the East and ends with 
Jesus' command to "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations". 

Commentary on Matthew 2:1-12  
The story of the wise men is often distorted by tradition and legend.  While most nativity scenes

portray the shepherds and wise men together, it is clear from the passage that Mary is settled with the 
baby in a house by the time the wise men arrive (2:11).  The date that they arrived has been a source of 
speculation throughout Christian history.  The fact that Herod ordered the execution of children under 
the age of two suggests that Jesus was no longer an infant and was able to make the journey to Egypt.  
The star may have begun shining when Gabriel visited Mary, reached the climax at Jesus' birth, and 
was beginning to wane when the wise men arrived - approximately 18 months which would fit in the 
two years and under.  What is known is that the expensive gifts of the wise men provided the resources 
for the family to escape Herod and live in Egypt until it was safe to return.  The importance of this 
passage in modern Christianity is to move the birth of Jesus from a small Jewish event to an event of 
global significance in which all the known world represented by the wise men is present.


