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Commentary on Exodus 34:29-35 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
After crossing the Red Sea in Chapter 14, Moses leads the Israelites to Mt. Sinai to worship the 

LORD where he encountered the burning bush.  This encounter begins in Chapter 19 and concludes 
with the passage this morning.  After receiving the Law from the LORD, Moses brings the word to the 
Israelites who accept the Law in a blood covenant in Chapter 24.  While Moses is receiving the Law in 
stone and instructions for the Tabernacle, the people break the covenant with the idol of the "Golden 
Calf".  The consequence is the death of three thousand people and the LORD telling Moses that Moses 
can be the new Abraham without the Israelites.  In response, Moses pleads with LORD on the people's 
behalf and asks for God's presence which passes him in the cleft of the rock (33:19-23).  The LORD 
then stood with Moses (34:5) and wrote a new tablet of the Law.  It is this closeness to the LORD both 
in the rock and at the writing of the new Law that shines forth on Moses' faith.  It is the guilt of their 
own failure that causes the Israelites to ask Moses to veil his face because his righteousness reveals 
their sinfulness. 

 
Commentary on 2 Cor 3:12-4:2  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)

Earlier in Chapter 3, Paul returns to a theme common in Paul's theology: law versus spirit.  The 
law is written on stone and brings death while the spirit writes upon the heart and brings life.  This 
reference to the three thousand who died after the "golden calf" also occurs in the Book of Acts on the 
day of Pentecost when three thousand where "saved" on hearing Peter's sermon (Acts 2:41). Continuing
in this theme, Paul refers to the veil worn by Moses.  The veil becomes a symbol of the condemnation 
of the law without the hope of grace.  For Paul, the law serves the purpose of killing our pride and 
selfishness so that we might be resurrected by the Holy Spirit and given new life.  While at times it is 
difficult to follow Paul's logic due to his own rhetorical style, Paul does not want to throw out the law 
but rather want to clarify the role of the law.  For those who are not saved, the law convicts them of 
their sins and drives them to the cross.  But for those who are saved, they are to live for the love of 
Christ and not in fear of the law. Through faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit removes the veil and reveals a 
life changing grace.  The light of Spirit is then allowed to shine forth in the life of the Body.

Commentary on Luke 9:28-42 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
In the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), there are two distinct ministries of Jesus.  

The first ministry is "repent, believer, the kingdom of God is at hand".  This kingdom preaching of 
healing begins with his baptism and reaches its climax at the transfiguration.  After the transfiguration, 
Jesus turns his attention to Jerusalem and the cost of faithfully living in the kingdom.  The first ministry
is the focus of the season of Epiphany and the second ministry is the focus of Lent.  This reading from 
Luke marks the transition in the Christian year from Epiphany to Lent which explains the jump from 
Chapter 6 to Chapter 9.  This passage from Luke differs from Matthew and Mark in two interesting 
ways: prayer and the wakefulness of Peter, James, and John.  Luke specifically mentions that the 
transfiguration occurs during prayer and that even though they were very tired, the disciples where 
awake to see the transfiguration.  This is in contrast to Jesus' last night when again he was in prayer and
asked the same disciples to pray with him but they fell asleep.  Even in their wakefulness, however, 
Peter still did not understand what the transfiguration meant.  This point is re-emphasized when the 
disciples fail to heal the boy.  They have been shown God's glory but still lack faith.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hozw0JBTrMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvVYfglMJNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhTEp18ffYQ


Sermon Summary (Youtube Sermon Video)
What really happened at the transfiguration and how does it relate to the encounter when they 

came down the hill?  To answer this question, not only does the Luke text need to be explored but also 
the Exodus story that is alluded by Luke and Paul's comment about the Exodus story to the Corinthians.

The story from Exodus tells us that after Moses had encountered God in the cleft of the rock 
and in the writing of the Ten Commandments, he shone.  This was not necessarily an internal glow as is
often attributed to women who are pregnant but rather his skin shown because of over exposure.  He 
literally glowed because of the glory of God.  The result was that the Israelites asked him to cover 
himself with a veil.  God's glory, even second hand through Moses, was too much for a people still 
feeling guilty about the Golden Calf.

Paul says that the Corinthians no longer need the veil because their sins have been forgiven 
through Jesus Christ.  God's glory in the Holy Spirit now resides within their hearts.  Their are meant to
shine forth so that others may be drawn closer and know the life giving grace of God.  As the body of 
Christ, Christians are called to bring Christ's light into the world.  This is only possible because of the 
Holy Spirit which is give by the Father through the Son.  That same Spirit is praying for us and filling 
us with the light of prayer everyday.

When we begin to understand that it is God's glory or essence which shines forth because of 
intimate prayer, the transfiguration begins to make sense.  While Jesus is in prayer and the three 
disciples remain awake, they witness that intimate prayer relationship between the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit shine forth.  The divine nature of Christ is revealed and the incarnation is exposed.  Jesus is 
not transformed into something new but rather the true nature of Jesus transfigures his humanity with 
divinity.  This is why it makes no sense to build shelters because Jesus' flesh literally is the shelter in 
which God resides.  This is the true power of prayer.  In prayer, the glory of God is accessible through 
the power of faith.  This is also why Jesus was so frustrated when he returned from the mountain to 
find the disciples that remained could not cast out the demon.  All they needed was faith and through 
prayer God's glory would have cast out the demon.

There are fathers and mothers who need their children healed.  Will we have the faith and the 
prayer life to shine God's glory and dispel the darkness around us?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWATNA1vqXg

