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Commentary on Acts 1:1-11 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
As in Luke 1:3, Acts is addressed to Theophilus.  Theophilus is most likely not a name but a 

play off of the Jewish term for Gentiles who sympathized with Judaism.  Everett Ferguson in 
"Backgrounds of Early Christianity" provides both biblical and archaeological evidence of these 
Gentiles who were called "Godfearers" (Theosebeis) many of whom became the first converts to 
Christianity.  With the good news of God's love in Jesus Christ, these "Godfearers" became Theophilus 
which translates into "Godlovers" (philus being Greek for familial love).  While Luke focuses on the 
life of Jesus Christ, the Book of Acts focuses on the life of the Holy Spirit who formed and sustained 
the church.  The gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost only comes after the Ascension of the Resurrected 
Jesus which is recorded in today's reading.  By emphasizing that Jesus was with them for "forty days", 
Acts not only places the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost but also provides a chronological distance 
from the Resurrection event.  This distance provides a distinct break between the Gospel of Luke and 
the Book of Acts as stand alone books.
 
Commentary on Revelation 22:12-14, 16-21  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)

Revelation ends much as it began with Jesus saying that "I am the Alpha and Omega" (1:8).  
The "tree of life" is referenced twice alluding to the restoration of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9, 
3:24) as well as the purity of those who washed their robes (Proverbs 3:18, 13:12, 15:4).  After 
referring to the testimony for the churches (2:1-3:22), Jesus mentions that he is the root of David (5:5, 
Isaiah 11:10) and the morning star (2:8, 2 Peter 1:19).  The Spirit then says "Come" in verses 17 and 
20.  The Greek imperative used appears in Revelation Chapter 6 (1, 3, 5, 7), when Jesus tells Nathanael
to "Come" (John 1:46), when they lead Jesus to Lazarus (John 11:34), and in Matthew and Luke when 
the Centurion speaks about the total obedience of his soldiers (Matthew 8:9, Luke 7:8).  In all the uses 
of "Come", the implication is less of an invitation and more of a command both by Spirit and by the 
people.  Now is the time for the people to come to Jesus for now is the time when Jesus may come 
back!  This is why the writer includes the curse on anyone who tries to dilute this message (18-19) 
because it is not a simple prediction of the future but it is a call to repentance now.

Commentary on Luke 24:44-53 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
In the commentary on Acts 1, it is stated that while Luke focuses on the life of Jesus Christ, the 

Book of Acts focuses on the life of the Holy Spirit who formed and sustained the church.  In Luke, the 
chronology would seem to imply that Jesus' ascension occurred soon after the Resurrection.  On the 
morning of the resurrection: 1) the women found the empty tomb {24:1-11}; 2) Peter inspected the 
tomb {24:12}, 3) two disciples meet Jesus on the road to Emmaus later that day {24:13-32}; 4) after 
running back and while telling the disciples, Jesus appeared in the room {24:33-49}, and 5) then Jesus 
was carried to heaven {24:50-53}.  While this chronology appears to conflict with Acts statement that 
Jesus appeared for "forty days", another conflict can be found in Jesus command to "stay in the city" 
while the other Gospel's accounts record Jesus telling them to go to meet him in Galilee and actually 
meeting them in Galilee in John.  These contradictions could be attributed to the apparent desire of the 
author to keep the focus of Chapter 24 on the Resurrection.  Rather than having Jesus sending out the 
disciples, Luke focuses on Jesus explaining how the resurrection is a fulfillment of scriptures (24:27, 
44-48).  It is in the Book of Acts that the writer shifts the focus to sending the disciples out to spread 
the good news.

https://youtu.be/oFbonySK5G8
https://youtu.be/GtBX-CfnxJw
https://youtu.be/PBkx-kPL6C0


Sermon Summary (Youtube Sermon Video)
Ascension Sunday was once compared to someone taking the locks off of a bedroom door.  

Before the Incarnation, the view humanity and divinity was that God was up in heaven and creation 
was stuck in the basement until the Day of the Lord.  With the incarnation, Jesus, "though he was in the
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness." (Philippians 2:6-7)  Suddenly the door, that 
had be shut after the sin of Adam and Eve, was open and God came to be with creation in Jesus.  After 
the Resurrection, Jesus could have simply gone straight to the Father without his human likeness but 
with the Ascension, humanity was now with God in Christ Jesus.  While there was still a door to the 
bedroom that is Jesus, the lock to the door was now removed so that in Jesus all of creation could enter 
into heaven.

While "heaven" may seem like a distant proposition for some, the removal of the lock means 
that heaven can now be experienced now in Christ.  Creation has been redeemed and healing has 
entered into the brokenness of creation.  The waters of life can now quench the deepest thirst for love 
and wholeness.  Through Christ, all are invited to leave their old brokenness and to come into a new 
relationship of love.  Is there a better time for this message than now?

Division in the governments of democracies say less about the politicians and more about the 
society that elected them.  If our governments and churches are divided, then they are witnessing to our
own divisions.  As a "Christian" people who are supposed to be known for our unconditional love and 
unity, our institutions witness against us.  If we want to change our society and our church, we must 
first change our witness.  We must remove the bedroom locks and open our hearts to all the children of 
God.  Some of the strangers may be serpents but others may be angels in disguise.  It is only when we 
first let Jesus into our hearts that we can begin to let others in as well.  And so we join with the Spirit 
and call out "Come, Lord Jesus".  Come, into our lives today and this week.  Come, into our 
congregations so that we might witness love in our communities.  Come, into your church that with one
voice we may witness to our unity in your love.  Come, into our world that we might witness the 
redemption of creation and your heaven one earth.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come!
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https://youtu.be/uTj-v9UyB4E

