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Commentary on Exodus 20:1-17  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
In Chapter 19, the first part of the journey ends after three months and the teaching of the Law 

begins.  The "Ten Commandments" or ten "words", as they are known in Hebrew, are the beginning of 
a much bigger covenant ceremony that begins in Chapter 19.  The LORD calls Moses from the 
mountain and says, "Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession out of all the peoples."  The word "possession" in Hebrew means "personal 
property" and "obey my voice" refers to obeying the ten "words".  In this context, the ten 
commandments have less to do with morality and more about the limitations the LORD puts on his 
people.  Another way to say this is if everything belongs to the God then who we are actually stealing 
from is God.  It is God who gives us our parents and God who brings a couple together therefore 
dishonoring our parents or committing adultery is a violation against God.  If we are called to love God
and our neighbor, then the ten commandments are the bare minimum of things to do and avoid in order 
to maintain a basic relationship.

Exodus 20:4 “You shall not make for yourself and idol”
Do you spend more time pursuing your passion or caring for a possession than with God?
Do you care more about your reputation than about being a Christian?
How much time do spend on your phone compared to time with God in prayer?
Would your parents be proud of who you have become?
Have you ever murdered someone's reputation through gossip or rumor?
Are you content with what you have and are happy for those who seem to have more?

Commentary on John 2:13-22 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
While Matthew, Mark, and Luke clearly put the cleansing of the temple during holy week, John 

puts the cleansing right after the blessing of the wedding at Cana.  This may be because in John Jesus 
goes to Jerusalem three times where the other gospels combine all of these times into one event.  
Another explanation could be linked to the absence of the Lord's Supper in John.  For John, the entire 
Gospel is the Passover story beginning with John the Baptists proclamation, "Behold the Lamb of God"
which also explains the wine and bread imagery throughout John.  Before Passover can be celebrated, 
however, the house must be cleansed of all leaven or unclean things.  In this context, it makes sense to 
put the cleansing of the Temple at the beginning of John's Gospel.  This cleansing was needed because 
the Temple ritual of sacrifices required the purchase of livestock and the exchange of money which had
Caesar's image on the front (idolatry).  While necessary for sacrifices, it moved the focus away from 
prayer and God. 

John 2:16 “Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”
When have institutions forgotten why they were created?
When has a tradition become more important than the reason behind the tradition?
Is it more important to eat fish on Friday or pray on Friday?  Which is more profitable?
What traditions do we need to cleanse in our lives in order to follow Jesus?
Do we make “the main thing” the main thing in our lives?

Commentary on 1 Corinthians 1:18-25   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Paul compares the people of Corinth to those in the days of Isaiah.  Leading up to the siege of 

https://youtu.be/ihafiniRJtw
https://youtu.be/Gh2ftsS6k0A
https://youtu.be/ncolPtt3rqo


Jerusalem, Isaiah declared that the truth had been hidden from the prophets and that people trusted 
more in their laws than in God.  " The Lord said: Because these people draw near with their mouths and
honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their worship of me is a human 
commandment learned by rote; so I will again do amazing things with this people, shocking and 
amazing. The wisdom of their wise shall perish, and the discernment of the discerning shall be hidden."
(Isaiah 29:13-14)  Paul was challenging both Greek philosophy and logic as well as Jewish legalism in 
Corinth.  For all of those who rely on "human" thinking, the Gospel makes no sense because it is 
grounded in a living relationship with the mystery of God.  For those who rely on the Law, if Jesus was
truly righteous then he could not have be crucified.  Human wisdom both in interpreting human nature 
(philosophy) and the will of God (Law) fail to appreciate Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. "As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  God is ultimately 
mystery which can only be accepted by faith through love – even love on a cross.

1 Corinthians 1:23 “we proclaim Christ crucified”
Do we glorify the cross so much that we lose the foolishness of God?
By pointing to the resurrection, do we miss the weakness of God?
Is love freely given ever truly weak or can it move mountains?
What is more important – how Christ saves us or that Christ saves us?
Can we live with the mystery of God's love without demanding explanations?

Sermon "Take up your cross - part 2"  (Sermon Video)
When we hear Jesus' call to take up our cross and follow, we immediately ask where.  Where is 

Jesus calling me to be part of God's plan?  While the details will vary based on our God given gifts and 
location, we can be assured that there are some basic things that we can expect.  The cross will never 
ask us to break a commandment.  It may cause us to face situations where the our zeal for the Lord 
results in some dramatic actions.  And our actions may seem foolish to those watching but it will never 
ask us to not love God with all that we are and love our neighbors as ourselves.

The ten words or commandments that the Lord spoke to the Israelites three months after they 
left Egypt is the bare minimum for maintaining a relationship with God and our neighbors.  Love of 
God begins with putting God first above all else including self.  This doesn't happen overnight because 
so many things strive to be first in our lives.  Our families, community, and job all demand to be our 
number one priority.  God, however, is never happy being second best in our lives.  If God is first, then 
everything we do is somehow related to that primary relationship.  Our jobs use the gifts God has given
us for the betterment of our community and ourselves.  Our family and community become precious 
gifts of which God calls us to be good stewards.  Our time is ordered so that we not only spend time at 
work and with our families but also with God on the day we make for our Sabbath.  Sabbath is not any 
specific day but rather a time once a week that we can spend time with God.  We also learn to honor 
God by showing honor to those who have been our earthly parents.  While some our blessed with 
biological parent who showed God's love, others have found that love in adult role models who 
reflected the Father's love to us.

The second half of the commandments deal with our neighbors.  In a world ruled by 
competition, it is easy to covet what our neighbors might have and in fact much of modern advertising 
is based on coveting.  Our world uses coveting to encourage people to work harder and earn more so 
that they can live the 'good life'.  This dissatisfaction with what God has given us and how those gifts 
are valued in the world can lead to resentment.  Resentment can cause us to lie about ourselves (social 
media) or lie about our neighbors to make us look better.  This can lead to the taking of a spouse or the 
stealing of material possessions.  Most wars start when someone wants a resource another has and is 
willing to kill for that resource.  From coveting to murder, the path away from love of neighbor is 

https://youtu.be/39zkeyRN7D0


slippery and fills many of our prisons.  To love our neighbor, however, means that we celebrate their 
good fortune just as we learn to give thanks for what we have been given.  In a marketplace of 
comparisons, however, this may look foolish.

God's foolishness is greater than all of human wisdom.  Human wisdom has been used to justify
the worst of human actions for the noblest of causes.  The slaughter of thousands to reclaim Jerusalem 
for the Christians during the Crusades is polar opposite of Jesus on the cross.  Turning God's house of 
prayer into a stockyard and bank exchange for sacrifices is counter to what God told the prophet Isaiah.
It is simple to show how human wisdom justified both of these and yet that same wisdom is foolish 
compared to God's will.  Sometimes, in order to follow the cross and love God as well as our neighbor, 
we need to clean our all of our wise justifications and traditions.  The simple truth of the cross rejects 
our complex theologies and philosophies and relies instead on faith.  It is by faith that God will show us
how to carry our cross in such away to show our love for God and our neighbor to all the world.  This 
is the common path for all who take up the cross.


