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Commentary on Genesis 21:14-20  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
The story of Hagar is recorded in Genesis 16 and 21.  Hagar was the Egyptian servant of Sarah. 

The reference to Egyptian references not only the difficulties Sarah and Abraham had in Egypt 
(Chapter 12 when Abraham passed Sarah off as his sister) but also the future difficulties from Jacob 
through Moses.  Hagar enters the story because Sarah lost faith in God's promise of a child.  When 
Hagar was able to conceive and not Sarah, the loss of faith turned to jealousy which drove Hagar out of
camp the first time (Genesis 16:4-12).  This jealousy turned to resentment when Sarah finally bore a 
son but Hagar's son was the oldest and set to inherit.  The passage today is the final exile of Hagar and 
Ishmael as well as the renewal of God's promise to Hagar given in Genesis 16.  Scholars have also 
pointed out that this begins a repetitive theme of younger usurping older for the inheritance 
(Jacob/Esau, Joseph/older brothers).  When Esau is usurped, he turns to Ishmael for a wife and a home 
while Jacob leaves Beer-sheba (where Hagar and Ishmael were banished).

Genesis 21:17  What troubles you...? Do not be afraid
Hagar suffers at the hands of her mistress Sarah.  First she is given to her master as a means for 
bearing children and resented for it and then she is cast out to watch her son die because of 
Sarah's fear for Isaac's inheritance.  And yet, even in this, God makes a blessing.
Have you found a blessing even in the midst of unjust suffering?
When has God made a way when all seemed lost?  Do you believe He will again?

Commentary on Matthew 10:24-39   (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
At the beginning of Chapter 10, Jesus gathers the disciples and gives them the task of going 

from town to town proclaiming the good news, curing the sick, raising the dead, cleansing the lepers, 
and casting out demons.  While this sounds like things that people would want, Jesus warns them that 
there will be opposition.  Jesus reasons that if he has been rejected even by his home town then the 
disciples will meet with rejection.  There is, however, no reason to fear because the Father will take 
care of them in this life and in the next.  To drive home this fact, Jesus illustrates how much the Father 
cares for even the sparrows or hairs on the head.  God the Father cares for the disciples even more so 
but this does not mean that it will be easy.  The "good news" is also an ultimatum.  A choice must be 
made and that choice forces the hearer to choose the world they know or the God they say they believe 
in.  This is the choice of the cross.  Healing sometimes means letting go of everything that caused the 
illness in the first place.  Jesus is not offering healing so that we can go back and be broken again but 
rather healing so that we can walk away from brokenness and into wholeness with God.

Matthew 10:31 -  So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
Being a practicing Christian is not suppose to be easy in a fallen world.
If the Son of God experienced rejection, why do so many think Christians have it easy?
Does my faith challenge others or do I "dumb it down" to get along?
Do you find encouragement knowing that even when you feel like a little sparrow, God is
still looking after you.

Commentary on Romans 6:1b-11    (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
In Romans, Paul argues that sin is rooted in human behavior which is exhibited every time a 

person chooses to act more like a beast than following the righteous attributes of God revealed in 

https://youtu.be/cQTGQuOL5vo
https://youtu.be/CXQb-9fiPvE
https://youtu.be/WJyJz9OzL0k


creation (Romans 1:18-25).  By worshiping creation rather than the Creator through their actions, all of 
humanity is under the penalty of their error (Romans 1:27) which is death.  To reveal this error, the law 
was given so that sin could be revealed.  The law, however, does not remove the sin but only reveals.  
Only the Spirit of God can turn the hearts of humanity toward true worship (Romans 2).  It is by faith 
and not law that humanity receives the Spirit through Christ (Romans 3-5).  The more the law reveals 
sin, the more need of faith in grace to turn the hearts.  The question Paul then asks in this reading is 
should we continue in sin so that grace may abound?  This is like asking since antibiotics are good, 
should we get sicker so that we can take more antibiotics?  The point is not the medicine but the 
restoration of health.  In Christ we are restored so the goal should not be grace but unity in wholeness 
with Christ.  It is in Christ through the power of grace that our relationship with God is healed.  It is 
that restoration of wholeness that is the ultimate goal.  True worship of the Creator who gave creation is
the final elimination of sin.

Romans 6:4 -  so we too might walk in newness of life
Are you still asking if you are saved?  Saved from what?
Should you be asking what you have been saved for?
If Christ has crucified the 'old self', why do we still keep our old habits?
Shouldn't a new life be lived differently?

Sermon "Behind the 8 Ball" (Sermon Video)
Have you ever been caught behind the proverbial "8 Ball"?  In pool, when you cue ball gets 

stuck behind the 8 ball early in the game it means you have no shot and no good way out.  Hagar must 
have felt this way when she and her son Ishmael were driven from camp in the middle of a desert.  
Hagar never asked to be Abraham's mistress, it was Sarah who forced the issue and then it was Sarah 
who resented her and her son.  From the very start, Hagar knew it would end bad and now there she 
was in the middle of a desert with a son slowly dying of thirst.  No way out and no good options or at 
least that is what it looked like from her perspective.  Have you ever been there?

The story parallels another one with Abraham and Issac where Abraham is told to sacrifice Issac
after banishing his only other son.  There on the mountain top, Abraham was faced with an impossible 
choice of rejecting the God who had given him everything or killing his only son.  Have you ever been 
face with having to choose the better of two evils?  Life has a way of laying traps for us.  Some are 
hidden but others are obvious.

When Jesus was sending out the twelve to heal and proclaim the good news, he warned them 
that the field was littered with traps.  If they reject me, he told them, how much easier will it be to 
reject you.  People would not rejoice when the disciples told them that they would have to leave their 
old traditions and old way of life if they wanted the new life God was offering.  Like the Hebrews in 
Exodus, they may have been happy to leave the pain of slavery but they longed for the comforts of 
Egypt.  Why is it that the things which often cause us the most trouble are the things we desire the 
most?  Whatever the answer, the result is the same: the people would not be happy with this message of
change.  The fact, however, is that the only way to see a way out from the behind the eight ball is to 
look at it from a different perspective.

God spoke to Hagar in the desert and offered her living water.  God spoke to Abraham and 
offered a lamb.  God spoke to the world and offered us Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the Living 
Water, God's Love incarnate.  God knows that we find ourselves behind the eight ball often having to 
choose between two evils.  If God cares for the hairs on the head and the death of a sparrow, does God 
not also care about the soul of His children.  The fact is, with God, all lives matter even if society 
seems to value some more than others.  Through Jesus Christ, God is offering everyone another option. 
A way of forgiveness and love that leaves the pool table behind and enters into a loving and everlasting
relationship with God and God's creation.  What Good News!  What a wonderful message of grace to 

https://youtu.be/R7NKFy1aEfQ


those who have given up all hope.
Do we really believe it is true or do we test God's love?  Every time we choose to play the 

games of the world instead of working on our relationship with God and our neighbor, we walk back 
into the desert of sin.  Every time we focus on the death of Jesus and forget the resurrection and the call
to go and love, we wallow in self-pity and cry for a grace that has already been given.  Should we 
continue to lament the life of sin and mistakes of our past or should we live toward the new life God 
has given us in Jesus?  Should we sin so that grace may abound?  NO!  We have been lifted from 
behind the eight ball.  We have been shown a better way that leads to love.  We have been held like a 
sparrow and been told that each one of us matters.  Now let us live as if Jesus is risen and not like he is 
still in the tomb.  Let us live the new life we have been given so that others may see that games are for 
children but relationships are the heart of life.


