
Scripture Readings and Sermon
July 28, 2019 by Rev. Mark Brechin

Commentary on Hosea 11:1-11 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Hosea was a contemporary of Amos and continues the prophetic word against the northern 

kingdom of Israel.  While dating is difficult, the book was written before 722 B.C. when the capital city
of Israel, Samaria, fell to Assyria.  Scholars note that while Amos addressed the ethical treatment of the
poor in Israel, Hosea focuses on the corrupted religious practices in Israel.  Both Elijah and Elisha had 
to deal with worshipers of Baal.  During the reign of Jehu, most of the followers of Baal were killed (2 
Kings 9-10) but the style of worship was adapted by worshipers of God.  When the religious practices 
of one faith is adopted by another, this is often called "syncretism" for example using Yoga for 
Christian meditations.  This syncretic practice was especially destructive for Israel since the worshipers
of Baal used male and female prostitutes in the temples to excite the fertility god Baal.  It is not 
surprising that God was upset with Israel.  The unfaithfulness of Israel becomes manifested in Hosea's 
own life when he is told by God to marry a prostitute, Gomer.  It is probably because of this difficult 
marriage and the children from the marriage, that, unlike Amos, Hosea holds out a glimmer of hope and
the promise of restoration if the people return to God.  Hosea loving uses the words of a parent to a 
child when describing Israel's relationship with God.  Ephraim being the largest of the tribes is used 
interchangeably with Israel to describe the ten northern tribes.
 
Commentary on Colossians 2:6-15  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)

The Gnosticism being confronted by Paul argued that there was some secret knowledge which 
was given only to the enlightened.  This enlightenment was the result of cultic (religious) rituals and 
exclusive training.  Once this was given, they could perform the 'miracles' Paul and the other apostles 
performed.  Paul counters this by saying that the Colossians have been taught all they need to know - 
faith.  It is by faith and not some secret ritual that we receive the Holy Spirit.  It is the Holy Spirit that 
causes us to "live in" Christ and be guided in our spiritual growth.  The knowledge is freely given to all
who receive the Holy Spirit through faith.  This faith defies abstract human philosophy, religious 
traditions, or supernatural beliefs in cosmic forces or astrology.  It is faith in Christ, not humanity or 
societal superstitions and traditions that lead to a closer relationship with God.  For in Christ, all of the 
divinity of God dwells.  Before Christ, Gentiles who wanted to become part of the "chosen people" had
to: 1) be circumcised; 2) be ritually bathed "mikveh"; and 3) offer a sacrifice at the Temple.  By faith in
Christ, Gentiles now: 1) have the hardness circumcised from their heart; 2) bath in the baptism of 
forgiveness and given new life in Christ; and 3) are covered in the sacrifice made by Jesus on the cross 
once and for all.  Christ has done all the work.  We simply have to have faith and follow where he leads
us through the power of the Holy Spirit to the glory of the Father.

Commentary on Luke 11:1-13 (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
While Matthew gives a longer version of the Lord's Prayer in the context of Jesus' teaching at 

the Sermon on the Mount (6:9-13), for Luke the question on how to pray seems to be in response to 
Mary's intimate listening being the one thing needed.  In this context, prayer shifts from a religious 
formula to an spiritual dialog with God.  While Luke's version is very brief, he then goes into a longer 
explanation about why we pray.  Approaching God in prayer is compared to asking a friend for bread or
a child asking a parent for something to eat.  The first thing to note is the familiar and even intimate 
relationship assumed when we pray to God.  God is not portrayed as the distant ruler or the wrathful 
judge but someone who seeks our good.  The second thing to note that if we do good because we are 
pushed into doing it (the neighbor) or because we are responsible for doing good as a parent, how much
more goodness will God give who loves us unconditionally.  All we have to do is ask, seek, and knock. 

https://youtu.be/OYfmwdIogT0
https://youtu.be/cAau3772HXA
https://youtu.be/fizZK2LVbpI


Note that all of these actions assume that someone will answer, there is something to find, and someone
will open the door.  This assumption is faith.  We enter into prayer through faith and the One who is 
always faithful will respond in love.  The response may not come immediately or even be what we 
expected but it will always be what we need even if we are unaware of it at the time.

Sermon Summary (Youtube Sermon Video)
While Matthew places Jesus' teaching of the Lord's Prayer in the context of the Sermon 

on the Mount, Luke places Jesus' teaching on prayer after the lawyer testing Jesus and the story of 
Mary and Martha.  After the lawyer correctly defines the greatest commandments as love of God and 
love of neighbor as oneself, Jesus then tells the lawyer to go and love his neighbor as the "Good 
Samaritan" showed love.  Immediately after this story, Martha is portrayed as show gracious love to her
neighbor when she opens her home to Jesus and the disciples but Jesus tells her that Mary has chosen 
the better option by loving God through listening to Jesus.  In this context, the disciples' question about 
prayer seems to be pointing to what Mary had chosen.

When we look at how Mary was listening to Jesus and the illustrations Jesus uses with a best 
friend and a parent to a child, we notice that prayer is grounded in an intimate relationship with God.  
Prayer is not portrayed as a humble petition by a serf to their master but rather as a discussion between 
a child and their beloved parent or grandparent.  If we re-imagine the prayer as this intimate discussion,
the words take on a more relational meaning.  "Your kingdom come" becomes "Grandpa, what are we 
going to do today?".  "Give us this day our daily bread" becomes "Grandpa, what's for supper?  I know 
if you make it, it is going to be good."  There is rooted in this prayer two basic assumptions.  The first 
assumption is that God wants only what is good for us.  This does not mean we may like it but it does 
mean that it is what we need.  The second assumption is that if we ask, seek, and knock, God will 
answer us.  God is simply waiting for us to step out in faith.

The assumption of God's goodness can be found in Hosea.  Despite the betrayal of the people of
Israel, God remembers raising them and watching them grow as a parent with a child.  Even though 
that adult child will be punished for their betrayal, God will not stop loving them or waiting for them to
return home.  It is this bond of love that is the foundation of our relationship with God.  We know God 
wants good for us because God loves us.  This is the message of the Gospel Paul is bringing to the 
attention of the Colossians.  Paul is telling them that their relationship with God is not based on 
traditions, philosophies, or ritual ceremonies.  God's love is incarnate in Jesus.  It was love that fulfilled
all the ceremonies and traditions.  It was love that took our place and made human philosophy foolish.  
And it is faith in Jesus Christ, the very love of God revealed on earth, that opens up that intimate 
relationship with God.

https://youtu.be/C0je0JIIZSE

