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Commentary on Acts 8:26-39
Before the Ascension (1:9-10), Jesus told the disciples to be witnesses "in Jerusalem, and in all 

of Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth"(1:8).  After some original harassment, the now 
apostles were left alone on the advice of Gamaliel (5:38-39).  They may have stayed only in Jerusalem 
if it had not been for the stoning of Steven and the rise of Saul as the persecutor of the Church (7:1-
8:3).  The good news then goes into Samaria and, with the Philip, into the world.  God not only led 
Philip but prepared the Ethiopian through Isaiah 53:7-8.  Verse 37 presents the dilemma of all scriptural
translation.  Time, war, and religious conflicts have destroyed any one definitive text or copy of a book 
in the Bible.  What we have are partial parts of documents from various parts around the Mediterranean
not all of which agree.  Most documents do not have a verse 37 but in one partial document, verse 37 
speaks about having faith in the name of Jesus which is used in the Vulgate and the King James base on
the Vulgate.  The eunuch obviously has faith since he asks to be baptized after hearing about Jesus so is
37 redundant or a needed addition?  Either way, God "snatches" Philip after the baptism which could 
point to the fact that faith is in the name of Jesus and not the messenger of Jesus.

 Acts 8:26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go...
Why did it take the death of Stephen in order to fulfill Jesus' command to go?
Have you ever been comfortable but you can not stay?
When had God told you to get up and go?
Did you obey or did you resist?  What happened?
Was Philip an 'angel' (messenger of God) to the Ethiopian?
Is God calling you to be an angel to someone?

Commentary on John 15:1-8
The image of fruit appears throughout the prophets.  The warnings against producing bad fruit 

(those actions not pleasing to the Lord) by the prophets and the need for pruning are echoed in the other
gospel texts (Matthew 3:8-10, 7:17-19, Luke 6:43-44).  What is unique is the image of the vine.  The 
vine is associated with Israel (Psalm 80:8; Jeremiah 2:21, 6:9; Hosea 10:1).  By claiming the image of 
the vine, Jesus points that salvation no longer comes through birth into a people (Israel) but rather faith 
in Jesus.  It is in Jesus and not Jewish heritage that one is to abide.  Since Jesus abides in the Father 
(does the Father's will perfectly), then when we abide in Jesus we too will do the Father's will 
(Matthew 7:18-21).  Since John does not have the Lord's Supper, this passage explains what Jesus 
meant when he said that this is the "cup of the new covenant poured out in my blood".  The blood of 
the grape that comes from the vine is the love of the Father produced by the Son (John 15:9-10).  This 
is a covenant based on loving obedience and gracious forgiveness as borne out in the life of Jesus.

John 15:5 ....because apart from me you can do nothing.
Do you ever feel like you are just spinning your wheels?
Could that be how God is telling you to step back and ask Him for help?
How can we expect to grow if we don't take nourishment from the vine?
If we spend all of our time focused on other's fruit, when do we focus on our own?
Does being part of Jesus mean being part his family as well?

Commentary on 1 John 4:7-21
God is faithful and trustworthy.  If God makes a covenant, then that covenant will be fulfilled.  



The covenant made in the Old Testament had both a bountiful promise and a dire warning.  Despite 
multiple acts of grace, the people failed to live up to the covenant.  Rather than taking from the people 
what the covenant demanded, God became incarnate as one of the people to pay the price for all the 
people that they themselves could not pay.  Thus the covenant was fulfilled and the cost of the sin was 
atoned for through sacrifice.  This was an act of love.  It is only in God that pure love can be found and 
only through God that we are able to grow into more loving people.  Being reconciled by love in the 
Son, that love then abides in us through the Spirit so that the Father's perfect love may become manifest
in us.  This love knows no fear but rather is filled with the assurance of grace.  As that love grows, we 
move on toward perfection in love both toward God and toward our neighbors as ourselves.  Thus the 
heart of the covenant is fulfilled through love which comes from God.

1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear
What does fear look like?
Is there a difference between being afraid of a snake in front of you and being afraid that
   if you go outside that there might be a snake?
Could the fear that love casts out the same fear that drives us to hate?
By loving the stranger, do we find there is no reason to fear?
Is fear keeping you from bearing fruit and witnessing to Jesus?

Sermon "Sending the Light" 
As we move through this season of Easter, we are reminded of just how much the lives of the 

disciples would change a Pentecost.  Transitioning from disciples (students) to apostles (sent teachers) 
means assuming a great deal of responsibilities.  Only with the advice and strength of the Holy Spirit 
would the new apostles be found up to the task of carrying the good news out into the world.  The 
Spirit, however, would become their greatest ally and opponent.  When brought before the authorities 
of the world, the Spirit gave them the words to proclaim with boldness and authority.  That same Spirit 
would challenge them to move beyond their areas of comfort to go new places and accept new people.

The disciples may never have become apostles if it had not been for the stoning of Stephen.  
Stephen's death and Saul's subsequent pursuit of the followers of Jesus force the disciples to go beyond 
Jerusalem into Samaria and the rest of the world.  After bringing the good news to Samaria, Philip was 
told to simply go on a wilderness road.  This is not a detailed plan of evangelism or a program endorsed
by some authority.  God said go and Philip went.  On the way, Philip encountered an Ethiopian eunuch.
This was far beyond the normal "target audience" for the good news.  Rather than debating with God 
regarding cleanliness as Peter would later do, Philip 'ran' to the eunuch when the Spirit said go.  Philip's
faithfulness to go where God called and speak to those God had chosen meant the good news of Jesus 
would soon become a global message.  Do we have the faith and courage of Philip to move beyond our 
comfort and engage those who are different?  We were not saved just so that we might have life 
abundantly but so that the world might experience abundant life in Christ.

This abundant life is grounded not in material goods but in Christ.  Jesus is the source of living 
water that quenches the thirst of the human soul.  Jesus is the living bread that satisfies our deepest 
hunger.  Only by abiding in Jesus will our deepest needs be meet.  The world offers us a fast food diet 
that appears to satisfy our hunger and thirst but simply leaves us more unhealthy and dependent upon 
the world.  Instead of freeing us for an abundant life, the world drains us of life as if we were the 
batteries upon which the world runs.  Once we are drained, the world goes on to the next generation to 
drain their batteries.  Jesus, however, fills us rather than drains.  When we abide in Jesus, we are tapped
into a never ending source of strength and peace.  It is from this unending source that we are able to 
bare the fruit of ministry and love.  By abiding in Jesus through the Holy Spirit, the disciples found the 
source of their strength to become the apostles that would shape our world.

The strength that flows through Jesus and gives us our abundant life is the love of God.  God is 



love and that love is the life that flows through the vine that nourishes us as branches.  That love 
becomes manifest in our lives as the fruits that glorify God.  If we produce the fruits of fear, anger, 
hatred, or malicious speech, then we are not abiding in the vine and are not drawing our strength from 
Christ.  The fruits of the world lead only to death of both the individual and the society.  Only by 
abiding in the true vine will we be filled with the love that surpasses all our understanding.  This love 
sees beyond the divisions of the world and perceives the child of God in everyone.  It is when in love 
that our vision of others is transformed that we are ready to be like Philip boldly going to whomever 
God calls us to go.  Love given by the Holy Spirit has the power to transform disciples into apostles for
God is love.


