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Commentary on Isaiah 2:1-5  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
Chapter two once again introduces Isaiah (Isaiah 1:1) but leaves out the listing of the kings.  

This could be significant since in 1:26 the LORD says he will turn back the clock to the time before the
rule of kings when the people followed judges and God alone was King.  Chapter 2 moves the focus 
away from the sacrificial system mentioned in 1:13-15 to the lordship of God over all the earth.  
Swords and spears are no longer needed because all the nations will be ruled by the LORD.  God will 
no longer rely on Judah to send forth the word but all will be drawn to the holy mountain for 
instruction.  This word will shine as a light revealing both righteousness and wickedness.  The call to 
walk in the light means to open everything to the judgment of God.  What follows is Isaiah exposing 
the many sins for which God will bring punishment.

Commentary on Romans 13:11-14  (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
 After Paul makes his argument for salvation through faith and not the law, he then deals with 
the new role of the Jewish people (9-11) and the role of believers (12-15).  In this section, Paul argues 
that salvation through faith does not mean complacency but rather a higher state of alertness.  Since the
believer is in Christ, then they should act more like Christ than the world.  If Christ is the light of the 
world, then they should walk in this light because the world will critique their actions more closely 
because of their belief.  The motivation of the believer must shift from selfish gratification to the self-
giving example of Jesus Christ.  In the light of this selflessness, all selfishness will be revealed as folly.

Commentary on Matthew 24:36-44    (Youtube Lectionary Study Video)
The theme of "kingdom" runs throughout the Gospel of Matthew.  Before Jesus enters 

Jerusalem, the parables attempt to describe what the kingdom is like.  After the triumphal entry, the 
focus changes to how to get in and what happens on the other side of the gate.  The parables of the 
wicked vinedressers (21:33-44), the improperly dressed wedding guest (22:1-14), and ten virgins (25:1-
13) make it clear that not everyone will be welcomed.  The key to getting in is being ready.  For 
Matthew, readiness means doing God's will everyday (7:13-26).  In this section, Matthew makes it clear
that the invitation to enter the kingdom will take everyone by surprise.  God acts according to God's 
timing (kairos) and not human timing (chronos).  The focus should not be in predicting when the Son 
of Man shall come to takes to His kingdom but rather the focus should be on being ready whenever He 
comes.  Advent reminds us that just a Jesus first came in the most unexpected of places, Jesus will 
come again at the most unexpected of times.

Sermon "Wake Up!  Christmas is Coming" (Sermon Video)
The Latin word "Advent" is often translated as the word "coming".  In the season of Advent, the

church looks forward to both the second coming of Jesus and his first coming in Bethlehem on 
Christmas morning.  The three readings for this first Sunday in Advent reflect this expectation.  In 
Matthew, Jesus teaches that no one knows when the Son of Man will come but rather to be ever 
watchful for his coming.  Romans echos this warning to be alert for Jesus' coming and walk as one who
lives in the light of Christ.  Isaiah picks up this theme of light by recounting the Lord's promise that one
day everyone will live in peace under the rule of the Divine King so Judah should walk in the light.

The statement that Jesus is coming, however, is not just limited to one time of year.  Anytime 
the heart is open to the Holy Spirit, Jesus can be born anew in the heart of the believer.  This experience
can happen at the most unexpected of times and places.  During a service, one person may experience 
the presence of the Holy Spirit while the person next to them may not experience anything.  This 
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"awakening" of the spirit is like a glimpse of the coming of the Son of Man where two were working 
but only one had the experience.  While the Holy Spirit will blow according to its own schedule (John 
3), the believer can still be ready by daily opening their heart to Jesus. 

One way to open the heart is to put away practices and thoughts that dull the senses.  Paul calls 
this putting "on the armor of light" and not engaging in revelry, drunkenness, debauchery, 
licentiousness, quarreling, and jealousy which all dull the senses.  The image of the light refers to being
under the full scrutiny of God.  When Isaiah invites Judah to "walk in the light of the LORD", it is an 
invitation to examine the actions of Judah in the light of God's will.  In that light, all that is good as 
well as all that is wicked is revealed.  In the Book of Isaiah, this sets the stage for a very critical 
examination of Judah's sins and the punishment that will be given because of those sins.  For Paul, 
however, Jesus both reveals and forgives our sins.  Therefore, there is no longer any need to hide our 
flaws from God but rather we should walk in the grace of Jesus' light.

While many scholars have pointed out that it is highly unlikely that Jesus was actually born in 
December, there is a very good reason to celebrate at this time of year.  This reason has nothing to do 
with the Winter solstice or the Roman holiday of Saturnalia.  The reason to celebrate the birth of the 
Light of the World in December has Jewish roots.  With the death of Alexander the Great of Greece in 
323 BC, the empire he created was divided among his generals with Egypt and Judea falling under the 
control of Ptolemy.  In 198 B.C., Antiochus III defeated the Egyptians and incorporated Judea into the 
Seleucid empire centered in Syria.  With each successive ruler, the Seleucid kings tried to replace the 
Jewish religion with Greek culture and religion culminating in the outlawing of the Sabbath and 
circumcision and the defilement of the holy Temple by erecting an altar to the god Zeus and sacrificing 
pigs.  In 167 BC, the Jews rose up behind Mattathias and his five sons and fought for their liberation 
known as the Maccabee revolt.  Once the Maccabees had regained control in 165, they returned to the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  In order to purify the Temple, they needed to burn ritual oil in the Temple’s 
menorah for eight days but there was only one day's worth of consecrated oil left in the Temple.  
Hanukkah celebrates the miracle the one day supply lasted eight days so that more oil could be 
consecrated.  The Temple that had fallen into ruin and the people who had fallen into despair where 
given the gift of God's light in their darkest hour.  And so, Jesus 165 years later was born into a dark 
world to bring light to the world and call all those who had fallen asleep to wake up.  Therefore, wake 
up!  Christmas is coming!


